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2011 calendar

may
May 5 – 8 Springfest: The spring and summer seasons 
start heating up at Ocean City’s 21st annual Springfest. Enjoy warm 
weather, delicious food, live entertainment, and unique arts and 
crafts with the family. Headlining acts include George Jones and 
Richard Marx. On May 8, Radio Disney AM 640, part of the number 
one radio outlet for kids, tweens and families, joins in on the fun 
at Springfest hosting on-stage performances by “Shake It Up” 
star Roshon Fegan and Radio Disney’s “N.B.T.” (Next Big Thing) 
season three winner Kicking Daisies. Fans will also have a chance 
to take pictures and talk with Kicking Daisies during a meet and 
greet session following their performance. Free performances will 
take place 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. under the tent on the Springfest 
grounds. Inlet lot and beach.

May 14 White Marlin Festival and Crab 
Soup Cookoff: Vote for your favorite crab soup as local 
professional chefs compete for the title of “Best Crab Soup” in this 
year’s White Marlin Festival Crab Soup Cookoff. Noon to 3 p.m. 
Somerset Plaza. 

May 19 – 22 Cruisin’ Ocean City: The 21st Annual 
Cruisin’ Ocean City Car Show will feature 3,000 hot rods, customs, 
classics, street machines, muscle cars and more. Thurs. through 
Sat., 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sun., 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Convention Center, 40th 
St. and bay and Inlet lot. www.cruisinoceancity.com.   

May 21 – JUNE 22 Salute to the Services: 
Ocean City shows its support for the services by offering special 
discounts at participating hotels, motels, restaurants and attractions 
for all active and retired military members, police, EMS and fire 
personnel. www.salutetotheservices.com.

june
June 5 – 19 Ocean City Spring Restaurant 
Week: Save and savor as you enjoy the tastes of Ocean City’s 
finest restaurants during Spring Restaurant Week. Enjoy gourmet 
meals offered at fixed prices at participating restaurants. 
www.oceancityrestaurantweek.com

June 11 – 12 OC Car and Truck Show: The 
largest automotive event in Ocean City with hundreds of vehicles 
and live music all weekend. Sat., 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Sun., 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Convention Center, 40th St. and bay. www.occarshow.com. 

June 11 – 12 Ocean City Air Show: The OC Air 
Show returns for its fourth year, featuring military jet demonstrations, 
parachute teams, civilian aerobatic performances and formation 
flying teams. All acts are visible on the beach and boardwalk, free of 
charge. VIP seating available. www.ocairshow.com. 

June 18 OC 5-Mile Boardwalk Run: Get fresh 
air and exercise as you run all three miles of Ocean City’s famous 
boardwalk – and then some. Run starts at 7 a.m. at the boardwalk arch 
at the end of N. Division St. Registration fee. www.octrirunning.com.  

June 18 – 19 Arts Alive: The biggest and best 
fine art show in Ocean City, featuring more than 100 artists 
showcasing work in ceramics, drawing, fiber, furniture, glass, 
printmaking, jewelry, mixed media, painting, photography, sculpture 
and fine wood. Sat. and Sun., 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Northside Park, 127th St. and bay. 

June 19 – 22 Maryland State Firemen’s 
Convention and Parade: The Maryland Fire Rescue 
Service holds its annual convention in Ocean City. Meet firefighters 
and enjoy exhibits. Mon. through Wed. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Convention Center. Don’t miss the parade featuring firefighter 
equipment, bands and floats. Wed. at 1 p.m. starting from the Inlet 
to 9th St. and Baltimore Ave. www.msfa.org.  

july
July 4 Fireworks and Concert: Celebrate the 
Fourth with breathtaking fireworks in uptown and downtown 
Ocean City, and two free concerts. Concerts begin at 8 p.m., and 
fireworks begin at 9:30 p.m. N. Division St. and beach; 
and Northside Park, 127th St. 

July 21 – 24 Dew Tour 2011: The Dew Tour 
makes its way to Ocean City this summer. From July 21 - 24, 
Ocean City will be home to elite skateboarders and BMX bikers. 
All of the extreme action takes place on the beach adjacent to the 
boardwalk just north of the pier, and all eyes will be on Ocean City 
as the events are televised nationally. www.ococean.com/DewTour. 

august
August 8 – 12 White Marlin Open: More than 
300 boats weigh-in to win big prizes at the world’s largest billfish 
tournament. Weigh-ins take place Mon. through Fri. from 4 p.m. to 
9 p.m. www.whitemarlinopen.com.

August 13  DUB Custom Car Show & 
Concert: DUB Magazine presents hundreds of show 
vehicles, celebrity appearances and performances, models, live 
music, and DJs. Sat.,10 a.m. to 10 p.m.  www.occarshow.com.

september
Sept 2 – 4 Labor Day Weekend Arts and 
Craft Festival: Enjoy oil and watercolors, woodworking, 
furniture, stained glass, glass art, candles, pottery, and more. Fri. to 
Sun., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Convention Center, 40th St. and bay. 

Sept 22 – 23 Sandcastle Home Tour: 
Tour Ocean City’s most distinguished homes. All proceeds 
benefit the Art League of Ocean City. Tickets required. 
www.artleagueofoceancity.org.

Sept 22 – 25 Sunfest 2011: Ocean City’s Sunfest 
celebrates its 37th year with live music and entertainment, food, and 
arts and crafts. Sunfest ranks number one on the list of the 100 Best 
Classic & Contemporary Craft Shows in the country by Sunshine 
Artist Magazine. Headline acts include country star Jamey Johnson 
and rock legend Bret Michaels. Thurs., Fri., and Sat., 10 a.m. to 
10 p.m. Sun., 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Inlet Lot. www.ococean.com.  

Sept 30 – OCT 1 Winefest on the Beach: 
Sample wines from mid-Atlantic wineries while enjoying live music, 
arts, crafts and entertainment. Fri. and Sat., 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Inlet 
Lot. www.winefest.com.

october
Oct 1 Harbor Day at the Docks: Learn 
about Ocean City’s important maritime culture and traditions 
while enjoying seafood cooking demonstrations, fish cleaning 
techniques and live entertainment. Free admission. Sat., 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Commercial Fishing Harbor in West Ocean City. 
www.ocharborday.com.

Oct 2 – 16 Ocean City Fall Restaurant 
Week: Restaurant Week returns for the fall edition. 
www.oceancityrestaurantweek.com.  

Oct 6 – 9 Endless Summer Cruisin’: The hottest 
car show of the season featuring more than 1,800 customs, muscle 
cars, street machines, classics and more. Thurs. through Sat., 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sun., 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Inlet lot. 
www.endlesssummercruisin.com. 

november
Nov 17 – Jan 1 Winterfest of Lights: 
Round up the family and get in the holiday spirit. This magnificent 
display of lights has been named a prestigious Top 100 Event 
for 2011 by the American Bus Association. Northside Park, 127th St. 
www.ococean.com. 

Nov 25 – 27 Holiday Shopper’s Fair: One-stop 
holiday shopping at its best featuring homemade gifts, crafts, foods 
and treats. Don’t forget to get your picture taken with Santa. Fri. and 
Sat., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sun., 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Convention Center, 
40th St. and bay.

december
Dec 3 Christmas Parade: Watch for Santa Claus 
during a magical red and green parade featuring high school bands, 
floats and marching units. North Ocean City.

Dec 31 New Year’s Eve: Ring in the New Year 
‘OC style,’ and hit the town to celebrate 2012 at popular hotels, 
restaurants and nightspots. www.ococean.com. 

Free Family Fun – Held Weekly Almost 
Every Evening in the Summer 

Movies on the Beach: 27th St. and beach (Every Mon. 
and Fri., June 27 through Aug. 12. at 8:30 p.m.) Also on the beach 
in front of the Carousel Hotel on Wednesday evenings and the 
Princess Royale Hotel on Thursdays.

Family Beach Olympics: 27th St. and beach (Every 
Tuesday, June 28 to August 9 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.)

Sundaes in the Park: Northside Park (Every Sunday 
evening, July 10 through August 28 from 6 to 8 p.m.)

Concerts on the Beach: N. Division St. and beach 
(Every Wednesday night, July 13 through August 24 (except July 
27th) from 8 to 9:30 p.m.)

Sunset Park Party Nights: Sunset Park. (Every 
Thursday night, July 7 through August 25 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.)  

Radio Disney’s Sizzlin’ Summer 
of Stars Returns
Radio Disney AM 640, part of the number one radio outlet 
for kids, tweens and families, will return to Ocean City with 
its popular “Sizzlin’ Summer of Stars” event series featuring 
appearances and concerts by popular recording artists and meet 
and greets with stars throughout the summer. Additionally, the 
Radio Disney Road Crew will provide music, games and prizes.
All events take place on the beach at North Division St. from
6 p.m to 8 p.m. 

May 8 – Special Radio Disney concert at Springfest featuring 
the hit band Kicking Daisies, and a meet and greet with Roshon 
Fegan from Disney movie Camp Rock and the popular series 
Shake It Up! 

Look for more events on:
June 19	 AUGUST 7 
June 26	 AUGUST 14 
July 10	 AUGUST 21
July 17
July 31

Acts and entertainment are being finalized. For an up-to-date 
schedule, visit www.ococean.com/summer-of-stars.



a look back. the year ahead.
Summer Greetings from Ocean City, Md., where a vintage family beach resort blends with modern 
amenities and convenience. As one of the U.S.’s first seaside escapes, our town is rich with Americana and culture. While it 
may appear as if little changes in Ocean City from year to year, if you dig deeper, you’ll find that subtle changes, renovations 
and new events allow the resort to remain true to its roots, while updating the beach vacation experience for our visitors. While 
planning your Ocean City coverage this season, we encourage you to share our unique history and 2011 updates with your 
audience. Here’s what’s old and what’s new in Ocean City this summer.

media contacts: Kathleen Shaffer      410.902.5053      kshaffer@mghus.com
Donna Abbott           410.723.8609      dabbott@oceancitymd.gov

1875  Regarded as the founding date of Ocean City because of the opening of 
The Atlantic Hotel on July 4, 1875.

Today  Ocean City hotels offer comfortable and modern amenities for Ocean City 
visitors. In fact, two popular hotels underwent renovations this winter. The Phillips Beach 
Plaza Hotel has been updated with a South Beach-inspired theme and furnishings, and the 
Holiday Inn Oceanfront, located at 6600 Coastal Highway, renovated its indoor pool for 
summer fun all year long.  

1876  A railroad bridge, the first permanent structure, is built across the bay connecting Ocean 
City to the mainland. 

Today  Ocean City is close to home. Only half a tank of gas or less away from 
Philadelphia, Washington, D.C., and Baltimore, and only about a tank from New York. 
Highway improvements over the years have made Ocean City an even more convenient 
vacation destination.

1892  The first permanent walkway is constructed by the Sinepuxent Beach Corporation 
with 12 blocks of boardwalk located in the very southern end of the village.

Today  Ocean City’s iconic boardwalk spans nearly three miles, making it ideal for 
strolling, jogging or biking. Fitness enthusiasts won’t want to miss the new 5–mile Boardwalk 
Run being held June 18 (www.octrirunning.com). This fall, the boardwalk will undergo a new 
wood surface renovation to ensure continued enjoyment for future generations. 

1915  The town’s City Hall was originally built by the State Department of Education as a school 
and converted into City Hall in 1968. 

Today  City Hall is home to the office of Mayor Rick Meehan. Did you know that 
Mayor Meehan travels to media markets for interviews and appearances? For more 
information, contact Donna Abbott at 410-723-8609 or dabbott@oceancitymd.gov.  	
	

1933  The inlet is created by the storm of 1933, which links the ocean with the bay and brings a 
new industry to Ocean City – sport fishing. In 1934, the first white marlin is caught off the coast, leading 
to Ocean City being named the “White Marlin Capital of the World.” 

Today  Ocean City’s reputation as a hotspot for sport fishing lives on thanks to our 
proximity to the Gulf Stream. We are home to the White Marlin Open – the world’s largest 
fishing tournament in the number of boats, anglers and offered prize money ($1 million). 
This year, the tournament takes place August 8 – 12. 

1953  Only two TV sets exist in Ocean City – one located on the second floor of the downtown 
firehouse and the other owned by an Ocean City resident. 

Today  Thanks to modern technology, Ocean City has multiple outlets for communicating 
with our fans and visitors. A great way for individuals to stay updated on the latest and greatest 
Ocean City news is to “Like” Ocean City on Facebook (www.facebook.com/oceancity) and to follow 
us on Twitter (www.twitter.com/OCmaryland). This year, follow Ocean City for contests, deals and 
promotions like Hotel Week, town photos, fun facts and interactive content. Before heading to town, 
visitors should download the Ocean City iPhone and Android applications. To download the apps, 
visit www.ococean.com/mobile.

1964  The Town of Ocean City started running the first tram on the boardwalk in June.

Today  While our boardwalk trams are better than ever, this summer we encourage 
visitors to explore Ocean City on foot with the town’s new QR code walking tour. QR codes 
will be strategically located in the town’s most historical areas and buildings, as well as in 
the Walking Tour of Historic Downtown Ocean City, MD brochure. Using the barcode scanner 
app on smartphones, users can scan the QR codes to see videos, and learn about the town’s 
history and heritage. The Ocean City Downtown Association, the Ocean City Development 
Corporation and the Life-Saving Station Museum helped create the tour.   

1975  Ocean City celebrates its 100-year anniversary. 

1978  The Ocean City Life-Saving Station was saved 
and restored after a storm and officially dedicated as a museum 
on Christmas Day. The museum is one of the oldest structures in 
Ocean City.  

Today  Ocean City’s top-notch Beach Patrol will be 
responsible for keeping more than four million visitors 
safe on the shoreline. The Ocean City Beach Patrol (OCBP) 
attracts the best lifeguards in the nation, and will hold a Junior Beach Patrol Camp 
this summer for boys and girls (ages 10 to 17) interested in learning what it takes to 
be a professional lifeguard. This is just one of many fun summer camps being held in 
Ocean City this season. Ocean City offers all types of camps from traditional camps 
such as nature, science, baseball, basketball, dodgeball, soccer, flag football, wrestling, 
lacrosse and tennis, to extreme sports camps like skateboarding and boogie boarding. 
www.ococean.com/camps. 

1990  Ocean City’s Springfest started as an event to celebrate the start of the season ahead 
of the traditional Memorial Day weekend kick-off. 

Today  Now in its 21st year, Springfest will be held May 5 through 8 this year. 
Headliners include country legend George Jones and 80s star Richard Marx. A special 
concert by Disney band Kicking Daisies and an appearance by Disney star Roshon Fegan 
of Camp Rock and Shake It Up! fame are also in the works. Don’t miss delicious food, 
unique arts and crafts, and family fun. 

2000  According to the census, year-round population totals 7,173. More than eight million 
people visit Ocean City each year, with slightly more than four million visiting between Memorial 
Day and Labor Day Weekend. 

Today  Ocean City was just named one of the Top 1O Amusement Parks and 
Boardwalks in TripAdvisor’s first Traveler’s Choice Family Awards, and it is one of the 
safest beach towns in the country. To ensure the safety and happiness of our visitors and 
residents, the Ocean City Police Department nearly doubles in size every summer. 

2008  For the first time, The OC Air Show soared over Ocean City presenting military aircraft 
demonstrations, civilian aerobatic performances and parachute team jumps. 

Today  Now in its fourth year, The OC Air Show takes place June 11 through 12 
and will, for the first time, feature dual headline acts as both the F-22 Raptor and the 
AV-8B Harrier Demo teams share the spotlight. This year’s show will also feature a very 
unique civilian line up that includes ace pilot Chuck Aaron and the Red Bull Helicopter. 
Aaron is the only civilian pilot in the country licensed to fly helicopter aerobatics. 
www.ocairshow.com. 

2009  The Maryland Restaurant Association names several Ocean City establishments as 
Stars of the Industry. Fager’s Island, Seacrets Bar and Grill, Liquid Assets Wine & Martini Bar, and 
the Marlin Moon Grill take home awards. 

Today  The Ocean City restaurant scene continues to evolve and attract top 
chefs. Did you know that popular Ocean City chefs are available for media cooking 
demonstrations and interviews? Many are willing to share secret recipes for fresh 
seafood and Eastern Shore staples, such as rockfish and crab cakes with a modern twist. 

2010  Ocean City attracts big time Disney artists and celebrities for concerts and family events 
all summer long. 

Today  The Disney fun continues this summer with the Sizzlin’ Summer of Stars 
Concert Series. The first show kicks off at Springfest. www.ococean.com/summer-of-stars. 

2011  Ocean City is selected to host the 2011 Dew Tour.

The Dew Tour makes its way to Ocean City this summer. From July 21 – 24, Ocean City 
will be home to elite skateboarders and BMX bikers. All of the extreme action takes 
place on the beach adjacent to the boardwalk just north of the pier, and all eyes will 
be on Ocean City as the events are televised nationally. The event is expected to bring 
celebrities and thousands of visitors to town. www.ococean.com/DewTour.   




